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Find us on 

Facebook 

The 2016 Annual State Convention will be held 

on September 27, 2016 at the Benton Event Cen-

ter in Benton, Arkansas. The ARTA Board of 

Directors invites eve-

ry association mem-

ber to attend. 

The checkðin desk 

and exhibits will  

open at 8:30 a.m. in 

the lobby of the Event 

Center. The General 

Business session will 

convene at 9:30 a.m.. 

Business items in-

clude the presentation 

of the 2016-2017 of-

ficers for approval by ARTA members and re-

ports on topics of interest to the general mem-

bership. Local units and individuals will also be 

recognized for their accomplishments. 

Following the general business session, at-

tendees will ñbreak outò to the educational ses-

sions of their choice. Attendees will reconvene 

for the convention luncheon following the 

breakout sessions. 

The convention luncheon will include the 

presentation of the Parsons-Burnett Scholarship 

Grants by Meghan Ables, Arkansas Teacher of 

the Year. It will con-

clude with a report 

from the Arkansas 

Teacher Retirement 

System.  

Participants must have 

a ticket for the lunch-

eon, which costs $25. 

Tickets can be ob-

tained by calling the 

ARTA office or by 

returning the registra-

tion form found on 

page 3. 

Be sure to bring some spending money for the 

Silent Auction which will run concurrently with 

the convention. Read more about the auction on 

page 7. 

The ARTA convention staff can be reached at: 

Tammy Gray 

501-375-2958 or 888-929-0955 

tammy_arta@att.net 
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After meeting with ARTA representatives, the Em-

ployee Benefits Division has agreed to begin send-

ing a letter to retirees who are becoming Medicare 

eligible, or when their covered spouse is becoming 

Medicare eligible. The letters will be sent 120 days 

before the affected memberôs Medicare eligibility 

date. 

The letter will detail how the member and their 

covered spouse and dependents will be affected by 

the move to the Medicare Primary plan, options the 

member may have, and how to send in copies of 

their Medicare cards to EBD. 

Per the ARBenefits Summary Plan Document, if 

the spouse of a non-Medicare retiree is becoming 

Medicare eligible, the non-Medicare Retiree can 

elect to drop their spouseôs coverage if they (the 

retiree) wish to remain on their current plan and not 

be moved to the Medicare Primary Plan. 

If the non-Medicare retiree chooses to drop their 

spouseôs coverage, they must notify EBD of their 

decision 60 days prior to their spouseôs Medicare 

eligibility date. The letter will include a new form 

that retirees can use to drop their spouse who is 

becoming Medicare eligible if they wish to discon-

tinue their spouseôs coverage. 

Should retirees have any questions, they can con-

tact EBD Member Services at 1-877-815-1017 ext. 

1 or by email at AskEBD@dfa.arkansas.gov. 

EBD to Send Letter to Those Becoming Medicare Eligible 
If you are eligible for the 

annual 3% cost-of-living 

adjustment (COLA) from 

ATRS, it will be applied 

to your July benefit pay-

ment. You should notice 

it on the payment you 

receive at the beginning 

of August (not July). 

Coming in 

August 

REMINDER 

Annual Unit Reports  

Nomination Forms 

Scholarship Applications 

DUE June 15, 2016 



Message from the President Important 
Contact Information 

Farewell from the President 
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Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 
Inside Pulaski County: 501-375-2958 
Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-888-929-0955 

Fax: 501-376-0955 
E-mail: office_arta@att.net 
www.artanow.com 

Arkansas Teacher Retirement System 
Retirement Benefits and Checks 
Inside Pulaski County: 501-682-1517 
Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-800-666-2877 

E-mail: info@artrs.gov 
www.artrs.gov 

Employee Benefits Division 
(Health and Life Insurance) 

Inside Pulaski County: 501-682-9656 
Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-877-815-1017 
E:mail: AskEBD@dfa.state.ar.us 

www.arbenefits.org 

Long Term Care Insurance 
Annuities Ŀ Dental Insurance 

Medicare Products 

Mary Alice Hughes 
AR Insurance License # 29888 

1-501-988-2726 
Email: info@ia-office.com 
www.ia-office.com 
PO Box 646 

Jacksonville, AR 72078 

Matt Hughes 
AR Insurance License # 29891 

479-967-1339 
matt@matthughesinsurance.com 
2000 West Main Street 
Russellville, AR 72801 

Delta Dental Insurance 
501-988-2726 

www.deltadentalar.com 

 
The Interlink is published by 

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 
Parkview Towers, 1200 Commerce, Ste. 103 

Little Rock, AR 72202 

 
Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe éééé... President 
James Morris ééééé. President-Elect 
Paulette Parker ééé.é.é Vice President 
Sharon Rapp éééé.....ééé. Secretary 
Donna Morey ééé.é Executive Director 
Mary Huie éé..é. Office/Travel Manager 
Tammy Gray ééé..é... Communications 

Can you believe another ARTA year has come, and on 

June 30, it will be gone? 

Bidding farewell and leaving the ARTA presidency is 

more difficult than accepting the office and saying, 

ñHello, I am ready to work.ò Reflecting on the state 

conventionôs theme: ñThere is no business, like AR-

TAôs businessò, I have found that this has been a good 

year to work on ARTAôs business. I chose membership as my passion and plat-

form. I am happy to report that we have had successful membership campaigns 

throughout the state. We now have 12,282 ARTA members and 11,390 local unit 

members.  

We have gained many new members this year. Thanks to Donna Morey for recruit-

ing at every local unit meeting she attended. Thanks to Mary Alice Hughes, Lisa 

Bamburg, and Matt Hughes for holding pre-retirement sessions and including an 

ARTA membership application in every packet given to attendees. Thanks to the 

AARP communicationôs staff for announcing ARTAôs Area Spring Conferences in 

the last newsletter. However, special thanks go out to all local unit officers, com-

mittee membership chairs, ARTA members and local unit members who joined me 

in recruiting new members. ARTA is stronger, bigger and better because of you. 

You made ARTAôs membership business your business; now ñgo on with the 

showò. Thanks to all for remembering that membership matters, knowing that there 

is strength in numbers; and active members are the heartbeat of ARTA, yet realiz-

ing that recruiting members is a never ending task which requires every member to 

get a member.  

Thank you for inviting me to visit with your local units throughout the state. I en-

joyed every trip-the programs, the food and the fellowship. Thank you for carrying 

on and keeping your local units active and trying to get all members to hold dual 

memberships in our professional organizations. Traveling Arkansas was a bonus 

and I really got a chance to see all six areas working and carrying out ARTAôs busi-

ness. I applaud your diligent service, your hard and tireless work, your leadership 

and your desire to promote ARTAôs vision. I attended five of the six area meetings 

before the newsletterôs publishing deadline. I observed many outstanding features 

and creative dimensions in the area programs. Each areaôs meeting/program was 

different, but each provided a universal feature that can be used by all other areas:  

* the US Marshalls Museumôs history, development and site were introduced 

as a program resource; 

* the use of ARTAôs state committee chairs as program presenters and/or par-

ticipants; 

* presentations of area programs in an effective, efficient and timely manner; 

* used local community (school, civic, business) and state resources collabora-

tively in program planning/execution; 

* an outstanding leadership model was shared for training local unit officers; 

* a fundraising strategy was demonstrated to show how local units can donate 

to the Parsons-Burnett Scholarship Fund; 

* a membership recruiting strategy was created and presented using a relevant 

theme: ñVote in 2016 for the ARTA Membership Partyò. 

Continued on Page 11 

mailto:AskEBD@dfa.state.ar.us


Message from the Executive Director 

Annual ARTA State Convention 

Tuesday, September 27, 2016 
Benton Event Center 

9:30ñ2:30 

 

Please make your reservation 
by September 16, 2016 

 
NO RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 

AFTER SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 

 

Mail to: ARTA Convention 
1200 Commerce Street Suite 103 

Little Rock, AR  72202 

Reserve by phone: 
501-375-2958 or 888-929-0955 

If you are registering multiple members, please include a list with the following 

information for each attendee: 

Name _____________________________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________ 

City/County _________________________________________________________ 

Phone _______________ Email ________________________________________ 

Breakout Sessions  

  ___  Avoiding Mistakes in Retirement, Insurance Advantage, LLC 

  ___  Traveling with ARTA, Collette Travel 

  ___  Health Literacy, Arkansas Cooperative Extension 

  ___  Prepare to Care: A Planning Guide for Families, AARP 

  ___   Fraud Protection 

Tickets can be picked up on the day of the convention. To have tickets sent to you 

in advance, please include a stamped, self-addresses envelope. 

_____ ticket(s) @ $25 each (refreshments & luncheon) = __________ 

Check Name ____________________   Check # __________   Received __________ 
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Greetings Retired Arkansas Public School Employees, 

The 2016 Fiscal Legislative Session adjourned with few changes 

to the State budget. The public school funding was cut to an in-

crease half of what has been budgeted in the past several years. 

ARTA will be gearing up our efforts to maintain pension and 

insurance benefits for all public school retirees in the 2017 Gen-

eral Assembly. Each of you is encouraged to join our legislative 

conference calls and updates. The reason is to inform retirees in 

your local communities of the issues affecting your lives. Please 

email me or call the ARTA office to be added to the group. 

Each May the six ARTA membership areas hold their Spring 

Conferences. It is a joy to travel with the ARTA staff and offic-

ers to these meetings, where we visit with our fellow school re-

tirees. Each Area has a unique program for its members to enjoy. 

Area IV met in Ashdown with a focus on giving donations from 

the local units to help fund the Parsons - Burnett Scholarship 

Fund. The monies that are sent to ARTA as memorials, in honor 

of individuals and as gifts are used to provide scholarships to 

active public school educators who are continuing their studies in 

educational fields. We know giving help to practicing educators 

supports the children of Arkansas' public schools. Please consid-

er making a contribution in honor of your favorite school em-

ployee. 

This issue of the INTERLINK has 

been mailed to as many retired public 

school employees as we are aware. 

Our goal is for all to join ARTA. The 

easiest way to know if you are a mem-

ber is if you receive the INTERLINK 

quarterly - not just in June. If you are 

still unsure whether you are a member, contact the ARTA of-

fice. Your membership is vital to ensuring that all public school 

retirees maintain great pension, health insurance and many other 

benefits to enjoy. ARTA is the only membership organization 

whose sole purpose is to ensure the best pension and benefits for 

retired public school employees. Please join us and for those 

12,300 members, thank you for supporting your retirement asso-

ciation. 

Mary Huie and I were honored to visit Switzerland in April with 

the Collette Company. It was an amazing week with great expe-

riences. In Bern, we visited the Albert Einstein Museum. I leave 

you with one of Albert's quotes ï ñAnyone who has never made 

a mistake has never tried anything new". 

Enjoy your retirement and go make some mistakes! 

Grace and Peace to All, 

Donna 



Member Spotlight 
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The individuals honored here have reached the age 

of 90 or greater. They are recognized not only for 

their longevity, but for their lifelong contributions to 

their communities. Through their years of service in 

Arkansas schools and membership in ARTA as well 

as one or more local RTA units, they have served 

and continue to serve as wonderful examples for 

both students and colleagues. 

Thomas Baskins CM 

Little Rock Retired Educators, 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 

RetiredñBrinkley Schools 

Bunia Baxter CM 

Jefferson County RTA 

RetiredñDollarway Schools 

Norma Calhoun CM 

Conway County RTA 

RetiredñSouth Conway 

County Schools 

Glenda Clay CM 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 

RetiredñLittle Rock Schools 

Para Conner LM 

Phillips County RTA 

RetiredñHelena Schools 

Esther Hill Cook LC 

Boone County Retired 

Teachers and Support Staff 

RetiredñHarrison Schools 

Mildred Crawford CM 

Boone County Retired 

Teachers and Support Staff 

RetiredñHarrison Schools 

Margaret Daniel CM 

Arkansas County RTA 

RetiredñAshdown Schools 

Paul Fair LC 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 

RetiredñLittle Rock Schools 

Geneva Edwards CM 

Greene County RTA 

RetiredñParagould Schools 

Marie Fair LC 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 

RetiredñLittle Rock Schools 

Mary Fine CM 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 

RetiredñLittle Rock Schools 

Charles Grisham LM 

RetiredñLittle Rock Schools 

Iva Ada Hicks LC 

Greene County RTA 

RetiredñGreene Co Schools 



Member Spotlight 

Ouita Jeffers LM 

Franklin County RTA 

Mildred McKinney LM 

Ouachita County RTA 

Etoyle Mouser LC 

Jefferson County RTA 

RetiredñPine Bluff Schools 

Donald Patterson CM 

Jackson County RTA 

RetiredñJackson Co Schools 

Arkie Neil Remley LM 

Hot Spring County RTA 

RetiredñMalvern Schools 

Betty Rice CM 

Scott County RTA 

RetiredñWaldron Schools 

Johnnie Siitonen LM 

Prairie County RTA 

RetiredñDes Arc Schools 

Captoria Taylor LM 

Lee County RTA 

Helen Wells CM 

Franklin County RTA 

Ollie Barron CM 

Jefferson County RTA 

RetiredñPine Bluff Schools 
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Not Pictured 

Boatright, Augusta LC 

Crawford County RTA 

Dowell, Nell LC 

Searcy County RTA, RetiredðMarshall Schools 

Hayes, Martha CM 

Johnson County RTA 

Kanakis, Mildred CM 

RetiredðPulaski County Schools 

Rainwater, Elmer CM 

Polk County RTA, RetiredðAcorn Schools 

Reed, Virginia CM 

North Pulaski RTA, RetiredðPulaski County Schools 

Rich, Juanita CM 

North Pulaski RTA, RetiredðNorth Little Rock Schools 

Ward-Maddox, Willene LM 

Polk County RTA, RetiredðMena Schools 

York, Faye Marie CM 

West Central Counties RTA, RetiredðKirby Schools 

Jennie McDuffie LM 

Jefferson County RTA 

RetiredñFordyce Schools 


