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 In July, Toni Bradford succeeded Pat Talley 

as ARTA President for the 2014-2015 year and 

Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe assumed the position of 

President-Elect.  

 Toni Bradford, a resident of Watson Chapel, 

graduated from Rison High School, University of 

Arkansas at Monticello and University of Arkan-

sas at Pine Bluff. In 2007, Toni was elected to the 

Arkansas House of Representatives, where she 

served three terms for District 18. Toni has previ-

ously served as her local president and vice-

president, and has remained involved in the Inter-

national Society of Delta Kappa Gamma. 

 Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe is a resident of Little 

Rock, where she retired from the Little Rock 

School District in 2005. She earned a BS degree 

from AM&N College, now UAPB, in 1965, a 

Masterôs from the University of Arkansas in 

1969, and a PhD from Texas Womanôs University 

in 1987. Ella has served ARTA as the Director 

and Co-Director of Area VI as well as Vice Presi-

dent of ARTA. 

 With the advancement of Dr. Walker-Rolfe, 

Gary Cunningham of Booneville was elected 

from Area I as the next Vice President of ARTA. 

Paulette Parker will continue to serve as ARTA 

Secretary. 

 As required by the ARTA Constitution and 

By-Laws, the offices of president and president-

elect are filled by succession. The offices of vice 

president and secretary are filled by nomination. 

The nominations of Mr. Cunningham and Ms. 

Parker were accepted and approved at the ARTA 

State Convention in September. 

Toni Bradford, President 

Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe 

President-Elect 

ARTA Convention Celebrates Change, Growth 
 More than 300 members and guests attended 

the Annual ARTA State Convention in Septem-

ber, where they celebrated the ways that ARTA 

has both grown and stayed the same.  

 The 75th Anniversary Commemorative Pro-

gram highlighted the growth of ARTA, from a 

few members in central Arkansas, to an organi-

zation of almost 12,000 members in 67 local 

units around the state. At the same time, it 

showed how the mission of ARTA, to protect 

and improve the professional, personal, social 

and economic welfare of retired school employ-

ees, has changed very little. 

 Convention business included the advance-

ment and approval of ARTA officers (see be-

low) and some minor changes to the ARTA 

Constitution, as summarized on page 3. 

 Guest speakers included George Hopkins, 

Executive Director of the Arkansas Teacher Re-

tirement System; Mary Alice Hughes, Insurance 

Advantage, LLC; and Jonathan Crossley, Arkan-

sas Teacher of the Year. The keynote speaker 

was Jacqueline Wolven, national speaker and 

Director of the Main Street Partnership in Eure-

ka Springs, Ark. Read more about her thoughts 

on growth and change on page 2. 

 The awards portion of the program included 

recognition and awards for individual and unit 

achievement, as well as the presentation of the 

Parsons-Burnett Scholarship grants (see pages 

4ð7).  

 On a playful note, the festivities included 

singing ñHappy Birthdayò to ARTA. Hereôs to 

another 75 years! 

ARTA Leadership Advancements 
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Message from the Oqdrhcdms Important 
Contact Information 

Please let us know if you or an ARTA member you 
know has moved. 

Call us toll free at 1-888-929-0955 

or locally at 375-2958. 

You can also help us stay in touch between 
newsletters by sharing your email address with us 

at office_arta@att.net. 

 

Thanks for helping us all stay connected. 

STAY CONNECTED 

Happy 2015! 
 Happy 2015! Another year is almost history. It is 

hard for me to believe that I have been retired and a 

member of the Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 

for almost thirteen years. I am reminded of an old say-

ing, ñTime flies when youôre having fun!ò Maybe itôs 

time I quit having so much fun. 

 Serving as your ARTA president for the past six 

months has been one of the highlights of my retirement years. It has been a joy to 

travel our beautiful state and visit a number of our local units. I look forward to 

attending the area meetings this spring. 

 As ARTA members, we must continually work to increase our membership. 

If each one of us would make an effort to contact at least one or two retirees who 

are not members and get them to join ARTA, what a difference it could make. 

There is strength in numbers! 

  The 90th Session of the Arkansas General Assembly convenes in January. 

During the session, more than 2000 bills will be introduced and of that number, 

more than 1200 bills will probably become law. When the session begins, your 

ARTA executive director, officers, and/or members of the legislative committee 

will be mindful of relevant bills that are filed and will be present when these bills 

are introduced in committee. When a very important issue arises, ARTA mem-

bers will be contacted. At that time, I urge you to contact your state senator and 

representative. Having served in the Arkansas House of Representatives from 

2007 to 2012, I know firsthand that personal contact from constituents has a tre-

mendous effect on how a legislator votes. 

 In closing, I would like to share one of my favorite scripture verses: ñFor I 

know the plans I have for you says the Lord, they are plans for good and not for 

evil.ò (Jeremiah 29:11) My prayer is that each of you will have a wonderful new 

year filled with abundance, joy, and treasured moments. 

Sincerely, 

Toni Bradford 

ARTA President 
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Message from the Dwdbtshud Chqdbsnq 

 Happy Holidays to all. The Good News for today is that AR-

TA membership should soon pass the 12,000 member mark, if it 

has not already by the time you read this.  

 More wonderful news is that on October 28, 2014, AARP 

Arkansas awarded the Andrus State Award for Community Ser-

vice to Leroy Williams. This is the highest award given from the 

AARP for volunteer service to the community. Also nominated 

were ARTA members Billie Yates and Shaaron Walton. Ella 

Walker Rolfe, Mary Huie and I were so proud to attend the event. 

We saw many ARTA members who volunteer in their communi-

ties attending the Andrus event and enjoying the day at P. Allen 

Smithôs Moss Mountain Farm. I was also proud to be part of The 

A Team, an advocacy group which lobbied at the Legislature last 

spring and was the first group to receive AARP Arkansasôs new 

Team Award for itôs achievement. 

   I read recently that two psychologists, Dr. Robert A. Emmons  

and Dr. Michael E. McCullough, have found that gratitude affects 

our attitude. They found that daily guided exercises or the habit of 

keeping a weekly gratitude journal can increase our alertness, en-

thusiasm and energy, and improve sleep. Further studies have also 

shown that being thankful improves our emotional and physical 

health. These feelings can then boost your immune system, as 

well as increase the blood flow to your heart. Also, people who 

Happy Holidays to All 

www.artanow.com | INTERLINK 56ð4 | 3 

Constitutional Amendments 

Adopted by ARTA 

describe themselves as feeling grateful 

tend to suffer less depression and stress 

compared to the general population. So 

let us all take time to reflect on our many 

blessings. 

   The Arkansas General Assembly will 

begin the 90th Legislative Session in Jan-

uary of 2015. It will be very important for all members to watch 

your emails and calls about issues that affect retired public 

school employees. Please be prepared to contact your represent-

atives to share your views. It would also be prudent for your 

county units to meet with the elected state senators and members 

of the house for an opportunity to build a relationship. I look 

forward to meeting each of them in the next few months. 

 12,000 retired public school employees is as big as many 

towns in Arkansas. Anyone who receives a retirement check 

from the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System should be an AR-

TA memberðthat is over 40,000 individuals. Please keep ask-

ing school retirees to join ARTA so that we can be a representa-

tive group such as a large city in the state. We are so fortunate to 

have a great teacher retirement system in Arkansas and we all 

want to keep it.  

Warm Regards, 

Donna 

 The following amendments to the ARTA Constitution 

were proposed by the ARTA Board and approved by the 

ARTA membership effective September, 2014. 

1. Page 3, III. Memberships and Dues 

 A. (1) ...payment of dues as follows: $28 annually, 

$240 Life Membership or $2 per month deducted from 

memberôs retirement check. 

2. Pages 6 and 7, Executive Director 

 A & Bðall references to ñheò or ñhimò changed to 

ñhe/sheò or ñhim/herò respectively. 

 Future reprints of the constitution will also include 

the effective date, by request. 

Avoiding Financial and Estate 

Planning Mistakes in Retirement 

 ARTA and Insurance Advantage will be sponsoring infor-

mational workshops for our members and their guests in four 

locations early next year: 

Monday, February 2 Paragould First United Methodist Church 

Tuesday, February 3  Benton Event Center 

Thursday, February 19 Little Rock Embassy Suites 

Monday, March 9 Monticello SE Educational Cooperative 

 All workshops will begin at 1:30 p.m. and there is no cost to 

attend. These workshops will be educational in nature, not 

sales presentationsðit is our desire to provide ARTA members 

with valuable information and planning tools. 

 If participation is strong, we will offer the workshops 

around the state throughout 2015. 

 Reservations can be made by calling 501-988-2726 or by 

emailing info@ia-office.com. 



Convention Highlights 

Elizabeth Clair Barnhouse 
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 Taking the leap into retirement might seem like a dream come 

true after working for 30+ years, but we all know that the first day 

off the job can be a little scary. You did it and now everyday you 

are embracing the changes that come with exploring your options 

as a retired educator. 

 Itôs the same with organizations that are looking to embrace 

change and let new people in. That is something that your retire-

ment associations have to do every year: embrace change; take 

risks with new people and ideas without losing the whole of your 

organization. It is scary. Letting new people into your organization 

who do things a little differently or think a little differently will 

inevitably make it different than it is right now, but with some 

careful planning you can embrace these changes and feel good 

about your organizationôs future. 

Take risks, but donôt be risky. Risks are based on plans, actions 

and goals. You arenôt trying new things to be the cool kid in retire-

ment. Risky behavior, at any age, is just stupid. Trying something 

new with a plan is smart. 

 Reframe. Resiliency is about being able to reframe situations. 

Bad things happen. It is how you deal with it that will lead to ulti-

mate success and happiness. 

Have secret dreams for yourself and your organization. Your 

organization might not be where you want it to be today, your per-

sonal life might not be shining every day and you might not be 

living your ultimate life, but that is ok as long as you have, in your 

mind and heart, secret dreams. Cultivate ideas and projects that 

you hold close to your heart and only share when you are sure that 

they are going to be able to be put into action. These secret dreams 

might be the thing that keeps you going with your organization. 

Cross stuff off of your list. Get things done. Nothing is more 

powerful than making a list and actually crossing things off of it. 

Every single day. People want to be with people who are doing 

stuff. 

Find your peeps (and we arenôt talking about sticky marshmal-

low birds sold at Easter). You might be a little introverted. You 

might be afraid that people wonôt like you or understand what your 

2014 Scholarship Recipients Announced 
Three educators have been awarded the Parsons-Burnett Schol-
arship Grants for 2014. The grants are given each year to prac-
ticing educators for graduate study to advance their education.  

Miriam Cowles 
Art Teacher, Fort Smith Public Schools 
Crawford County 

Elizabeth Clair Barnhouse 
English Teacher, El Dorado High School 
Union County 

LeAnn Nannen-Alexander (not pictured) 
Education Vision Specialist, North Little Rock School District 
Pulaski County 

Miriam Cowles 

Taking RisksñNot Being Risky 
organization really does. So what. Go out and find your peeps. 

Donôt compare. Comparing yourself to others sucks the joy out of 

life. Other organizations across the state will be doing it better and 

with more people. Some will be doing it with less. Donôt compare 

what you are working hard at with something you think might be 

better. Just like your mother used to say, the grass isnôt really green-

er over there. 

Celebrate the good stuff. The Big and the Little. Gratitude changes 

everything about your life and your organization. Thank your vol-

unteers. Thank your staff. Thank the staff at the state and national 

levels. You will feel better when you remember the good things in 

life. Get a curmudgeon to start being grateful and you will have 

won a lifetime of extra bonus points. 

Integrity. It canôt be faked. Sure, we all make mistakes, but try 

your hardest to either do what you say you are going to do or talk 

about why you canôt right away. Your organization will only be as 

good as your actions in your community. 

Be happy with less. Loving what you have is often the secret to 

happiness. Small organizations, even just one person, can some-

times do more than larger organizations. Remember that when you 

are worried about growing. 

 Do good work. Love what you do every single day. If you donôt 

love what you are doing, how can you expect someone else to get 

excited about it? 

 These rules arenôt rocket science, but they are the tools you 

need to have a small and mighty organization. Welcome people in 

and know that your plan for smart growth will help everyone that 

you touch. Itôs time to break away from the small ideas and take 

some steps towards letting new people in and doing things a little 

differently. 

Jacqueline Wolven is the author of her own life and maybe 
someday an actual published book. She writes about living 
simply and doing good work with relentless authenticity. She is 
available for consulting with your organization. Follow her on 

Twitter, @jackiewolven and on Facebook at Jackie Wolven. 

http://jacquelinewolven.com/
http://www.twitter.com/jackiewolven
https://www.facebook.com/JackieWolven


Convention Highlights 
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Individual Achievement Awards 

The following individuals were recognized for outstanding 

service to ARTA, their local unit and their community: 

  Josephine Adams  Jefferson County 

  Kathy Bennett   N. Pulaski Retired Teachers 

  Laye Bennett   N. Pulaski Retired Teachers 

  Linda Bittle    Cleburne County 

  Earlene Brecheen  Van Buren County 

  Kathryn Crawford  Clark County 

  Faye M. Williams Ford Mississippi County 

  Hervey Galloway  Faulkner County 

  Doris Hagen    Greene County 

  Wilma Hayes   Johnson County 

  Marilyn James   Sharp County 

  Anne Mangan   Little Rock Retired Teachers 

  Mary McMahen   Columbia/Lafayette Counties 

  Carol Ruggles   North Little Rock RTA 

  Claude Whited   Boone County 

Unit Achievement Awards 

 Unit       President 

 Clark County     Bob Thompson 

 Garland County     Tomi Jo Price 

 Greene County     Carolyn Pugh 

 Howard County     Candace Blackwell 

 Jefferson County    Piccola Washington 

 Little River County    Susan Simmons 

 Logan County     Wilma Sue Claunch 

 Miller County     Sue Ward 

 PulaskiðLR RTA    Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe 

 PulaskiðNLR Ret. Teachers  Mable Bynum 

 SebastianðFt. Smith RTA  Rick Foti 

 Sharp County     Carol Bates 

Dual Membership Awards 

  % ARTA   

Unit  Increase  Leadership 

Faulkner County 25  Ed Bradberry, President 

Miller County 24  Katherine Daniel, Membership 

    Sue Ward, President 

Scott County 15  Wallace Aspinwall, President 

Little River County 14  Relda Bearden, Membership 

    Susan Simmons, President 

West Central Counties 14  Carolyn Monroe, Membership 

    John Small, President 

Union County 11  Linda Bates, Membership 

    Dr. James Fouse, President 

Crawford County 9  Winton Carson, Membership 

    Sandra Thicksten, President 

Crittenden County 9  LaVaye Harness, Membership 

    Leon Wigginton, President 

Sevier County 8  Charles Turner, Membership 

    Quinton Taggart, President 

Logan County 7  Marilyn Springer, Membership 

    Wilma June Claunch, President 

S. Pulaski RTA 6  Joyce Person, Membership 

    Carolyn Eagle, President 

Membership Awards 

Unit # Members 

Franklin County 26 

Hot Spring 21 

Polk County 15 

Pope County 15 

Prairie County 19 

Scott County 23 

Searcy County 19 

SebastianðFt. Smith RTA 123 

Yell 28 



Convention Highlights 
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Volunteer Awards 

 

  % Local   

Unit  Increase Leadership 

Howard County 70 Marie Minton, Membership
   Candace Blackwell, President 

 

Crawford County 59 Winton Carson, Membership
   Sandra Thicksten, President 

 

Union County 44 Linda Bates, Membership 
   Dr. James Fouse, President 

 

Sevier County 38 Charles Turner, Membership
   Quinton Taggart, President 

 

Bradley County 35 Anne Smith, Membership 
   Pat Rauls, President 

 

Greene County 29 Caroline Mims, Membership
   Carolyn Pugh, President 

 

Independence County 23 Alice Witterman, President 

 

Cleburne County 19 Faye Bittle, Membership 
  Dr. Lavern Penn, President 

Lee County 12 Historia Shaw, Membership
  Barbara Hightower, President 

 

Mississippi County 12 Mittie Carter, Membership 
  Rogers Ford, President 

 

Pope County 11 Katherine Teeter, Môship 
  Alta Cheek, President 
 
Little River County 9 Relda Bearden, Membership
  Susan Simmons, President 

 
Van Buren County 9 Glynna Condray, Môship 
  Betty Oliger, President 

 

Clark County 8 Jean Butler, Membership 
  Bob Thompson, President 

 

Jefferson County 8 Lura Campbell, Membership 
  Piccola Washington, Pres. 
 

LR Retired Teachers 7 Mary Kay Roe, Membership
  Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe, Pres. 
 

Garland County 6 Janice Weige, Membership 

  Tomi Jo Price, President 

Membership Awards 

Unit  Hours  

North Pulaski RTA 41,145 

Pope County 40,765 

Fort Smith RTA 24,638 

Chicot County 23,780 

Clark County 22,936 

Greene County 20,351 

Van Buren County 16,861 

Mississippi County 16,084 

Prairie County 15,268 

Craighead County 14,958 

Jefferson County 14,329 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 14,229.5 

Units recording 14,000+ community volunteer hours 

Unit Hours 

Pope County 16,152 

Fort Smith RTA 9,856 

North Pulaski RTA 9,834 

Sharp County 8,467 

Clark County 7,861 

Van Buren County 6,173 

Miller County 5,133 

Greene County 4,522 

Bradley County 4,518 

Faulkner County 4,018 

Washington County 3,905 

Grant County 3,710 

Prairie County 3,507 

Saline County 3,457 

Little Rock Retired Teachers 3,093.5 

Mississippi County 3,061 

Units recording 3,000+ youth volunteer hours 

  

volunteer hours were reported 

by RTAs in 2013-2014. 

The dollar value of this service is $9, 084, 242. 

479, 886 
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 The Arkansas Teacher Retirement Sys-

tem (ATRS) Board of Trustees has voted to 

extend the Cash and Savings Help Program 

(CASH) through June 30, 2015. 

  CASH is a one-time lump sum payment 

in exchange for cancellation of member-

ship for inactive, vested, noncontributo-

ry members of ATRS. The program 

allows you to receive an immediate lump sum 

payment rather than waiting for a monthly benefit at a time in 

the future. The CASH program guarantees real money value for 

service. Currently, inactive, noncontributory, vested members 

of ATRS receive NOTHING if they die before reaching retire-

ment age.  

 Participation in the CASH program is voluntary. If you qual-

ify for this CASH offer, and if you want to receive this CASH 

payment, you must complete and return the CASH Application 

and Tax Election forms required by ATRS. They may also re-

quire a copy of your birth certificate and Social Security card if 

not already on file. Your CASH payment will be processed with-

in 30 working days following the receipt of your Application and 

Tax Election Forms. 

 ATRS is available to help you determine your eligibility and 

will assist with any part of the Application or Tax Election Form 

if you have questions. You may contact ATRS at 682-1517, 1-

800-666-2877 from outside Pulaski County, or by email at 

info@artrs.gov. For additional information, you may wish to 

visit their newly redesigned website: www.artrs.gov. 

$$$   

Units Recognized for Outstanding Community Service 

Outstanding Community Service Project 

Washington County 

 The Washington County Retired Teachers Association 

chose to support a specific need by an organization in their area. 

They collected non-food items to be given to an eight-member 

coalition of churches operating the Cooperative Emergency Out-

reach. Donations of paper 

goods, cleaning supplies 

and first aid items were 

brought to each meeting. 

Project coordinators Jerry 

and Julie Moody then de-

livered the collected items, 

along with cash donations, 

to CEO.  

 

Outstanding Community Service Project Runner Upð

Crawford County 

 Crawford County Retired Teachers Association also collects 

items for local organizations to distribute. They choose a differ-

ent organization each month and bring the appropriate items. 

Donations to the selected organizations range from school sup-

plies to pantry items. 

Outstanding Youth Project 

Clark County 

 The Clark County Retired Teachers Association spoke with 

local school administrators to see what needs they had that 

CCRTA could help with. They were asked to collect clothing 

that could be kept on hand for when childrenôs clothes got wet, 

torn or ruined, which they did through-

out the school year. 

 At Christmas, they were asked to 

assist with the Christmas Store. Donat-

ed items were made available for chil-

dren to purchase as gifts for their fami-

lies and teachers at steeply discounted 

prices. The fun one-day event was a 

treat, especially for kids who might not 

get a chance to shop for gifts otherwise. 

 

Outstanding Youth Project Runner UpðLee County 

 The Lee County Retired Teachers Association purchased 

books for an elementary school. While their plan to deliver the 

books on Read Across America was spoiled by the weather, they 

eventually delivered more than 300 books, one for each child 

Pre Kð2. 

 

in financial contri-

butions were reported by RTAs for 2013-

2014. Recipients were primarily community 

organizations that serve those in need,  

local schools, scholarship funds, and com-

munity or civic projects. 

$34, 547 
 

ATRS Extends CASH Program through 2015 

mailto:Info@artrs.gov
http://www.artrs.gov
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The Importance of a Unit Year Book 
 Each year, local RTA units are encouraged to send copies of 
their year books to the ARTA office. But did you know that the 
year book does more than just satisfy the criteria for the unit 
achievement award? The year book is actually intended to help 
you, the leaders and members of the local unit. 

According to Hattie Ann Kelso (ARTA Program Committee Chair, 
1982-83), the year book is a ñmustò because: 

1. It is an excellent tool for keeping your membership informed. 

2. It demands pre-planning, in detail, for an entire year. 

3. It helps in building a balanced program for the year. 

4. It serves as a reminder or reference from year to year. It aids 
in continuity without repetition. 

5. It spells out specific responsibilities. 

6. It is a tool that aids in communication between members. 

7. It is a standard requirement to receive recognition of unit 
achievement. 

 Ms. Kelso listed several excellent reasons for developing a 
year book, the least of which was the unit achievement award. The 
awards are simply a way for the ARTA office to recognize the 
cumulative efforts that make a unit ñsuccessfulò, from planning to 
action to reporting. The year book is the first step for getting there. 

 Your year book should include Ms. Kelsoôs ñessentialsò, 
which are still recommended by ARTA today: 

1. Mission statement, objectives and goals. 

2. Membership dues, if any, and membership information. 

3. Local officers and committees, with names, addresses, phone 
numbers and email addresses. 

4. State officers and staff, with names, addresses, phone numbers 
and email addresses. 

5. Complete outline of annual program, with theme, speaker, loca-
tion, date and time.  

6. Activities planned, such as membership drive, community ser-
vice project, etc. 

7. Membership directory, with ARTA members indicated. 

8. Local by-laws or constitution. 

9. Information about ARTA, such as mission, membership, im-
portant numbers, etc. 

10. Other information as space permitsðbirthdays, list of charter 
members, past presidents, inspirational quotes, illustrations, etc. 

11. Year books should be typed and checked for accuracy several 
times before printing to avoid later confusion. 

 Finally, Ms. Kelso reminded members that the year book is 
intended to serve a particular group or unit and should be designed 
to meet that need first of all. In other words, the year book is more 
than just a requirement to be satisfied, it is an emblem of your or-
ganization. 

 The year book is where ongoing plans for fresh, informative 
programs begin. It is where units articulate what is important to 
them and lay out how they will communicate these ideals to others. 
Publishing a year book demonstrates that your unit is organized, 
inclusive, dynamic, and on its way to success. 

Adapted from Kelso, H.A. (1983, MayñJune). Year Books. 

ARTA News Bulletin, 24-6, p. 6.  

ARKANSAS COUNTY: Diane Howell and Carolyn S. McCoy; BAXTER COUNTY: Lynn Kelsh; BENTON COUNTY: Barbara 

Cheryl Jones, Diana R. Kolman, Marie Annette Langton and Doris Plitt; BRADLEY COUNTY: Jan L. Smalling; CARROLL COUN-

TY: Patty Jean Hagler; CHICOT COUNTY: Patricia Torrence; CLAY COUNTY: Penny Veal; CLEBURNE COUNTY: Mary Cathe-

rine Propes; COLUMBIA COUNTY: Pamela H. Mayo, Virginia M. Todd and Elizabeth O. Tye; CONWAY COUNTY: Sharon Free-

man; CRAIGHEAD COUNTY: Debra Jan Ellis, Billie S. Hoggard, Janis O. Hurst, Donald R. Mankin Jr. and Ruby N. Pierce; CRAW-

FORD COUNTY: Joyce M. Brown, Kathy R. Hubbs and Pam Scarbrough; CRITTENDEN COUNTY: Lillie M. Bowens and Rebecca 

F. Sutton; FAULKNER COUNTY: Laura R. Branton and Kathy A. Woodcock; GARLAND COUNTY: Janet L. Segrest and Lynda 

Frances Smith; GRANT COUNTY: Brenda J. Haynes; GREENE COUNTY: Catherine M. Lattus and Sherry Noble; HOT SPRING 

COUNTY: Sharon Kay Burris and Gerald M. Cox; INDEPENDENCE COUNTY: Sandra S. Coggins and Gayle Y. Stobaugh; JACK-

SON COUNTY: Regina Kay Richardson; JEFFERSON COUNTY: Donna S. Coker, Herbert Emanuel Harris, Cassandra K. Smith and 

Rita G. Smith; JOHNSON COUNTY: Sandra G. Mitchell; LAWRENCE COUNTY: Steve T. Prestidge; LITTLE RIVER COUNTY: 

Kelly Diane Blankenship; MILLER COUNTY: Wanda Adcock and Cordia B. Metcalf; MISSISSIPPI COUNTY: Willie Branch Jr., 

Mary S. Jeffers and Milton L. Washington; OUACHITA COUNTY: Irene V. Galbert; POINSETT COUNTY: Peggy Greenwell; 

POPE COUNTY: Dorothy J. Anderson; PULASKI COUNTY: Cynthia A. Fejfar, Jessica Ann Graves, Dr. Vickie B. Logan, Eula R. 

Lusk, Willie Paige Jr., Karen Wheeler and Karen S. Wilson; SALINE COUNTY: Glenda Gail Tanner; SEBASTIAN COUNTY: Col-

leen Adkins, Judith L. Akins, Phyllis K. Bridges, Ruth M. Collyar, Karen L. Malone, Debbie H. Marley, Richard A. Parker and Eula Nan 

Thompson; SHARP COUNTY: Judy P. Camden; WASHINGTON COUNTY: Elaine Bozarth; WHITE COUNTY: Robert L. 

McClure and Teresa McFarlin; WOODRUFF COUNTY: Cathy M. Brogdon; YELL COUNTY: Madelyn Ruth Shields; OUT-OF-

STATE: Donna A. Brown, Charles R. Ellery, Helen Jane Huff, Kyla C. Pirani and Janet A. Tiner. 



Ldlnqh`kr `mc Cnm`shnmr  August, September & October 2014 

Thanks to the thoughtfulness and generosity of individuals and local units, $755 in memorials were mailed to ARTA in the last three 

month period. An additional $30 over and above the regular monthly dues contributed by Continuing Members brings the total to $785. 

Your gifts to ARTA, for whatever reason, are a meaningful and substantive part of the associationôs budget and are greatly appreciated. 
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ASHLEY COUNTY: Francis G. Hedgecock; BAXTER 

COUNTY: Patricia M. Chamber; BENTON COUNTY: Karel 

G. Davidson, Mary F. Faulkner, Virgie L. Franks, Otis Mont-

gomery and Cheryle J. Witcher; BOONE COUNTY: Patricia A. 

Horton and Melba Jones; CLARK COUNTY: Margie L. 

Ballew, Voniece W. Dawley and Nola B. Francis; CLAY 

COUNTY: Alma R. Brady and Patsy D. Poole; CLEBURNE 

COUNTY: Jerry D. Sims; CLEVELAND COUNTY: Peggy S. 

Manus; COLUMBIA COUNTY: Kathleen N. Mallory and 

Mary L. Roper; CONWAY COUNTY: Clarence A. Stobaugh; 

CRAIGHEAD COUNTY: Barbara J. Barnett, Mary J. Cald-

well, Alva A. Neff Jr. and Calvin W. Wadley; CRAWFORD 

COUNTY: Patricia H. Carney; CRITTENDEN COUNTY: 

Judith I. Barker, Mary F. Martinez and Erma J. Smith; CROSS 

COUNTY: Margaret L. Zachary; DALLAS COUNTY: Martha 

L. Daniel; DREW COUNTY: Erma G. Phillips and Maxine W. 

Stewart; FAULKNER COUNTY: Iris P. Connell, Don L. Do-

ver, C.A. Howerton and Helen M. McKay; FRANKLIN 

COUNTY: Alvin C. Brewer; FULTON COUNTY: Anita E. 

Earls; GARLAND COUNTY: Martha L. Cason, Cynthia A. 

Fikes, Shelby L. Fryar, Edwin L. Greenwood, Terry G. Sims, 

Nina J. Tillery and Henrietta F. Vickers; GRANT COUNTY: 

Charles W. Robinette; GREENE COUNTY: Karen L. Brown 

and J.W. Evans; HEMPSTEAD COUNTY: Mattie M. Yocom; 

HOT SPRING COUNTY: William H. Hunt, Illa B. Jones, 

Claudia M. Mason, Reece M. Stiles and Virginia W. Winfield; 

HOWARD COUNTY: Joyce M. Sherman; INDEPENDENCE 

COUNTY: Vera M. Barker, Gerald L. Clements, Issac P. 

Franks, Garland H. Hankins, Verna M. Love, Aline E. Mobley 

and Geraldine D. Thomas; JACKSON COUNTY: Tom A. 

Brown; JEFFERSON COUNTY: Jennie L. Dickson, Statoria 

B. Goldman, Patricia A. Jones and John Watson Jr.; JOHNSON 

COUNTY: Lera B. Morris; LAWRENCE COUNTY: William 

A. Matthews; LEE COUNTY: Zenobia S. Perry; LITTLE 

RIVER COUNTY: Myrtle T. Gwaltney; LOGAN COUNTY: 

Wanda L. Kiersey; LONOKE COUNTY: Judy L. Bourne, 

Juanita K. Chamberlin, Charles E. Knox and Shirley A. Skaggs; 

MADISON COUNTY: Fred E. Bunch; MILLER COUNTY: 

Jennifer B. Murphy; MISSISSIPPI COUNTY: Althea E. 

Strong; NEVADA COUNTY: Sammie Flemons; OUACHITA 

COUNTY: Pamela S. Dodson and Harriett Washington; POIN-

SETT COUNTY: Minnie B. Ivy, Jimmy W. Parrish, James E. 

Thomas and Opal W. Ward; POLK COUNTY: Delma L. Bates; 

POPE COUNTY: Louise S. Baber, Charlotte A. Filloon, 

Rexann Oller and Ressie C. Scifres; PULASKI COUNTY: 

Freddie L. Beal, Miva T. Bittle, Bernie L. Blackburn, Melba L. 

Brown, Barbara C. Bush, Willard D. Carter, Ralph H. Clement, 

Lucille W. Cook, Lydia L. Enoch, Sarah D. Fiser, Vernon L. 

Glenn, Lindsey Henry, Ervin H. Hodges, Bankie R. Holley, La-

veta J. Keeton, Balinda H. Landrum, Jessie A. Langston, Darius 

W. Latch, Wilma R. Lea, Helen E. Lee, Paul J. Magro, Winston 

Muldrew, Helen M Petroff, Alberta Pointer, Carol A. Roberts, 

Jack E. Sligh and Mildred E. Walker; RANDOLPH COUNTY: 

Harwell L. Hill; SALINE COUNTY: Margaret F. Elliott, Helen 

L. Harbison, Winnie G. Hill, Dorothy R. Polsgrove, Nina M. 

Renegar and Esther L. Spivey; SCOTT COUNTY: Dudley V. 

Vanderhoff; SEBASTIAN COUNTY: Bert A. Chiles and 

Audria B. Grant; SEVIER COUNTY: Thomas K. Johnson; ST. 

FRANCIS COUNTY: Mary Davenport; STONE COUNTY: 

Russell P. Ward; UNION COUNTY: Sue Crawford; VAN BU-

REN COUNTY: Donna R. Smith; WASHINGTON COUN-

TY: J.C. Cothren, Emma L. Fisher, Ellen G. Franklin, Michael 

B. Green, Kathleen B. Lemons, Mary W. Leonard, Marsha D. 

Matthews, Lewis C. Neal, Albert L. Randall and Thurman G. 

Smith; WHITE COUNTY: Marilyn Sullivan; OUT-OF-

STATE: Lois H. Brown, Peggy J. Cheyne, Richard A. Cosper, 

Nellie R. Gordon, Virginia J. Hamner, Ernesteen Howard, Cecil 

I. Jackson, Imogene Jones, Jack C. Kreie, Cassie L. Kuehn, Ru-

by J. Livingston, Morris H. Middleton, Shirley W. OôNeal, 

Glaydis V. Penna, Billie J. Politovich, Gene P. Ridge, Elizabeth 

L. Roggenbau, William F. Ruark, Mary M. Simpson, Laura M. 

Stewart, Dorothy P. Westerlund and Emma M. Williams.  

Hm Ldlnqh`l   òThese immortal dead who live again in minds made better by their presenceó  

Area II: in memory of Herbert L. Davis; Conway County 

RTA: in memory of Sarah Del Fiser, Pauline Isley, Bruce Noon-

er, Emily Oates and Helen Petroff; Fort Smith RTA: in 

memory of Mary Hesslen, Ernestine Howard, Billie Lorenz, Er-

ma Page, Shirley OôNeal, Frank Ruark and Imogene Wilder; 

Franklin County RTA: in memory of Alvin Brewer; Greene 

County RTA: in memory of Jack Cothren and J.W. Evans; In-

dependence County RTA: in memory of Vera Barker and Pa-

tricia Seibert; Little Rock Retired Teachers: in memory of 

Susie Daniel; North Little Rock RTA: in memory of Ruth 

Douglas, Helen Lee and Rubye Rippond; Miller County RTA: 

in memory of Henrietta Vickers; South Sebastian County 

RTA: in memory of May Belle Armstrong and Harry Padgett; 

Union County RTA: in memory of Sue Crawford; Insurance 

Advantage: in honor of Bobby and Laura Beth Lesterôs 50th 

Wedding Anniversary; Willene W. Maddox: in memory of Jack 

E. Sligh; Linda Riley: in honor of Sharon Johnson, Bobby 

Lester, Sue Pederson and Steve Singleton; Kay Shaddock: in 

memory of Sue Crawford.  
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 We invite ARTA members to join us for trips of a lifetime! 

 Detailed itineraries and cost for each trip are available by 

calling the ARTA office at 501-375-2958 or on our website at 

www.artanow.com. If you are interested in one of our trips, call 

the ARTA office to place your name on the trip list. Guests are 

welcome but must travel with ARTA members. Whenever possi-

ble, ARTA trips are escorted by an ARTA staff member. 

 Early bookings ensure trips that require a minimum number 

of travelers are not pulled from us. All price quotes are round trip 

from Little Rock to Little Rock; however, arrangements can be 

made for other departures and arrivals. Deposits are required and 

are refundable until final payment deadline with trip cancellation 

waiver plan. 

January 12-24, 2015 ï A Taste of the South Pacific. Highlights 

include: Cairns, Great Barrier Reef, Tjapukai Aboriginal Cultural 

Park, Hartleyôs Crocodile Farm, Sydney, Sydney Opera House, 

Sydney Harbour Cruise and Fiji. Call the ARTA office for a de-

tailed itinerary brochure, pricing and reservations. 

February, 28-March 7, 2015 ï Caribbean Cruise. Escape win-

ter for warmer temperatures! Following a one-night stay in San 

Juan, Puerto Rico, travelers will board the Royal Caribbean, Jew-

el of the Seas. Ports of call include Tortola, St. Maarten, St. Kitts, 

Dominica and Barbados. Call the ARTA office for pricing and 

reservations. 

March 23-31, 2015 ï Trains, Wineries & Treasures of North-

ern California. Experience the city of San Francisco during din-

ner overlooking the bay and on a highlight-packed city tour. En-

joy your journey on a splendidly restored Pullman car as you 

travel through picturesque Napa Valley at an unhurried pace. 

Enjoy the incredible beauty of one of Americaôs most beloved 

national parks, Yosemite. Glide along the pristine waters of Lake 

Tahoe and marvel at the inspiring scenery. Call the ARTA office 

for a detailed itinerary brochure, pricing and reservations. 

April 26-May 4, 2015 ï Rhine River Cruise. Spend six nights 

relaxing onboard your 4-star river cruise ship, the MS G®rard 

Schmitter. Soak up the spectacular scenery of the romantic Rhine 

Valley. Cruise the famous canals of Amsterdam and overnight in 

Strasbourg before exploring the old town and city on an included 

tour. Ride the ñlittle trainò through the vineyards of the Rhine Valley. 

Other highlights include: Volendam, Zaanse Schans, Cologne, R¿des-

heim, Lorelei Rock and Heidelberg Castle. This trip fills quickly, so 

book early. Call the ARTA office for a detailed itinerary brochure, 

pricing and reservations. 

May 15-29, 2015 ï European Tapestry. The perfect vacation for 

those who wish to see all major highlights of Europe. Start in Amster-

dam, and enjoy a canal cruise, the only way to see the 17th-century 

city. In Germany, a romantic Rhine cruise to see the medieval castles, 

a picture stop at Heidelberg Castle, and a stop in the Black Forest, to 

learn all about woodcarving, have been included. Admire the Rhine 

Falls, the Lion Monument and Chapel Bridge in Lucerne, and the 

Golden Roof in Innsbruck. In Italy, a private boat ride to St. Markôs 

Square in Venice, and a highlight dinner at a local restaurant; guided 

visits to the Vatican Museums, Sistine Chapel, St. Peterôs Square and 

Basilica, the Colosseum and the Roman Forum in Rome; a lunch with 

local specialties and wine in Florence; see also the Leaning Tower of 

Pisa. Stay two nights on the French Riviera and enjoy a highlight visit 

to the artist town of St. Paul de Vence with the opportunity to try the 

traditional pastis. Ride the high-speed TGV train to Paris, where dur-

ing your sightseeing tour a visit to the second floor of the Eiffel Tow-

er, followed by dinner with local specialties awaits. Youôll see it all! 

Two additional days in Paris are available. Call the ARTA office 

for a detailed itinerary, pricing and reservations. 

June 15-23, 2015 ï Bus trip to Mackinac Island. Get ready for a 

journey through the beautiful coastal regions of upper Michigan. On 

the way enjoy a stop in the quaint town of Frankenmuth which is 

filled with unique German shops and the largest Christmas store in 

the world. Stay two nights on Mackinac Island, a National Historic 

Landmark. Climb aboard your horse-drawn carriage for an island tour 

with stops at Surrey Hills Museum and Arch Rock. In a guided tour of 

Mackinaw City, donôt miss the world famous fudge. Other highlights 

of the trip include Green Bay, Wisconsin, home of the Green Bay 

Packers, Chicago, and St. Louis. Call the ARTA office for a detailed 

itinerary, pricing and reservations. 

July 1-12, 2015 ï Scotland and Ireland, featuring Northern Ire-

land. Visit a Scottish whisky distillery and sample the ñWater of 

Lifeò. Enjoy a scenic cruise on beautiful Loch Lomond. Experience 

the rugged natural beauty of County Donegal and Glenveagh National 

Park. Join in the revelry and fun during a night of traditional Irish 

entertainment. See also the spectacular Giantôs Causeway formed by 

ancient volcanic eruptions. Other highlights include: Edinburgh, In-

verness, Loch Ness, Glasgow, Belfast, Titanic Experience, Derry, 

Ulster American Fold Park and Dublin. Early booking bonus of 

$250.00 if booked six months before departure date. Call the AR-

TA office for a detailed itinerary brochure, pricing and reservations. 

EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2015 

International Air Ambulance will no longer be covered 

by AR Health. Travelers with ARTA are strongly 

encouraged to obtain travel insurance on their own. 
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September 30-October 7, 2015 ï Bus trip to Albuquerque Bal-

loon Festival, Santa Fe, and Oklahoma City. Dazzling during the 

day, the spectacle of hundreds of hot air balloons is even better 

when they light up at dawn and dusk. See these amazing displays, 

plus explore early Pueblo life and the artists of Santa Fe. Founded 

in 1972, the Albuquerque Balloon Fiesta began with 13 balloons 

and has grown to more than 700 from all over the world. We will 

view the ñmass ascensionò of these specially-shaped balloons as 

they lift off at sunrise. Then back to Albuquerque for a thrilling ride 

aboard the worldôs longest aerial tramway. On Sandia Peak Aerial 

Tramway you will be transported above the deep canyons and 

breathtaking terrains for an incredible view of the Rio Grande Val-

ley. Highlights include: Indian Pueblo Cultural Center; Pecos Na-

tional Park, Santa Fe tour including Governorôs Plaza, San Miguel 

Mission and Loretto Chapel. Call the ARTA office for a detailed 

itinerary, pricing and reservations. 

November 5-13, 2015 ï Tropical Costa Rica. Lush forests and 

stunning waterfalls, exotic wildlife and endless coastlines ï Costa 

Rica is truly a slice of paradise. Your tour begins in the colorful 

capital city of San Jose. After a tour of the Doka Coffee Estates, 

you will arrive in the Guanacaste region known for its breathtaking 

beauty and fine sandy beaches, to relax for a two-night stay. You 

wonôt believe your eyes as you travel into the Monteverde Cloud 

Forest, home to the endangered quetzal and where trees grow to 

heights of 100 feet. Enjoy a guided, leisurely-paced ñHanging 

Bridgesò walking tour and learn about the cloud forestôs unique 

ecosystem, its mammals, birds, plants and flora. Other highlights 

include: Lake Arenal Cruise, on the largest and most important lake 

in Costa Rica; cooking demonstration; Cano Negro guided river 

boat trip which may include crocodiles, river otters, sloths, river 

turtles, exotic birds and rare butterflies; and the Zarcero National 

Theatre. Early booking bonus of $100.00 if booked six months 

before departure date. Call the ARTA office for a detailed itiner-

ary, pricing and reservations. 

CANADA/NEW ENGLAND CRUISE 
OCTOBER, 2014 

 
Bottom Row from Left: Dana Mitchell, Janette 
Mitchell, Sharon Allured, Rochelle Greenwood, 
Carylon Burton and Margaret Rainey. 2nd Row 
from Left: Ron Mitchell, Carol Burgett, Mary Lynn 
Cameron, Hilda Burton and Louis Don Rainey. 3rd 
Row from Left: Harriett Mazzanti. 4th Row from 
Left: Florene Phipps, Bonnie Smith, Debbie Med-
lock, Eugene Mazzanti, Suella Bratton. 5th Row 
from Left: Gloria Nethercutt, Linda Parsons, LeVo-
na Cullen, Glenda Stueart and Harmon Bratton. 6th 
Row from Left: Ethelyne Williams, Joel Cullen, 
Sammy Stueart and Jane Hollie. 7th Row from Left: 
Brenda Pate and Elaine Blair. 8th Row from Left: 
Elliott Arnold, Gay Hensley and Gary Hollie, 9th 
Row from Left: Sharon Arnold, Robert Hensley, Rita 
Love and Nell Dowell. 10th Row from Left: Vernelle 
Crews and Mary Huie. 11th Row from Left: Nina 
Rowe, Jimmy Rowe and Jackye Adams. Not pic-
tured: Jimmy Hardcastle, Joe B. Hill, Robert & Peg-
gy Moore, Susan Allen, Janet Segrest, Paulette 
Overton, Sara Teale, George & Rita Sevall, Phyllis 
Wirt and Cynthia Rouse. 


